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EDITORIAL
The year 2021 highlights a
significant milestone of Nelson
Mandela Museum’s existence. As
we begin our 21st anniversary
celebration of the museum we are
proud to inform you about the
launch
of
Nelson
Mandela
Museum publication titled: A
Living Legacy; Nelson Mandela
Museum
Celebrates
Two
Decades.
“A Living the Legacy” publication
addresses PR and Branding
matters with an aim to reposition
Nelson Mandela Museum, History
and Heritage to highlight the
significance of heritage trails,
education and history projects, the
Library, Economic development
using Nelson Mandela Museum
as a catalyst for development,
Social capital to highlight goodwill
investments
Community
development,
Educational
programming and Community
development. The spread of
Corona virus pandemic affected
Nelson Mandela Museum plans of
Celebrating its 20th anniversary
with the people of South Africa.
Based on Covid 19 regulations,
the museum had no choice but to
launch the book virtually on the
16th of December 2020.
To access the book , you can visit
https://
www.nelsonmandelamuseum.org.
za/news/2020/download-our-20thanniversary-booklet
The recently launched publication
follows a publication called Nelson
Mandela Values launched in 2018
during the centenary year of
Nelson Mandela. The 36-page
booklet
highlights
significant
quotes of Nelson Mandela.

As we close 2020/2021 financial
year, we will continue to comply
with government call of good
governance and to oblige with the
rules and regulations of the Covid
19
pandemic
aimed
at
suppressing the spread of this
deadly pandemic.
We are beginning the 2021/2022
financial year on a positive note
where the museum has received a
clean audit outcome.
However, we are disturbed by the
recent
reports
on
bullying
incidents at places of learning.
The recent bullying incident which
led to the death of a learners
poses a challenge to us as
parents. We need to pose a
question
on
our
parenting
methodologies. Ever since the
dawn of democracy, we have
seen an increase on ill-disciplined
children in schools and in our
homes. As parents we need to
inculcate discipline in children in
our homes. The teaching of do’s
and don’ts to our children will
pave a way for them to know what
is expected of them when they are
out of home premises.
Coming back to our edition, we
are proud to inform you about the
Nelson
Mandela
Museum’s
Gender Based Violence and Food
Parcel Distribution projects held
within the O.R. Tambo District
Municipality.
The museum further launched its
Mandela Photographic exhibition
at Beaufort West Museum in the
Western Cape. The launch of the
exhibition gave Nelson Mandela
Museum and Beaufort West
Museum an opportunity to engage
GBV related matters in our
communities. (please speak with
Monwabisi about the Heritage
unit’s recent installation/s as well)
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4. ’Madiba Never Sold’ Trevor
Manuel
5. Mandela Photographic
Exhibition
6. Human Rights Garden
7 . Learners Short Left to
Gauteng
8. Museum outreach program
9. International Summit
The museum further hosted an
International Museum Summit and
Mandela
release
roundtable
discussion to celebrate the 31st
anniversary of Nelson Mandela’s
release which is aligned to the
establishment of the museum 21
years ago.
In complementing its exhibitions,
the museum is proud to showcase
Nelson Mandela and Comrades
statue exhibition at its Bhunga
building site in Mthatha. The
exhibition is a brain child of
Lungelo
Gumede.
Lungelo
Gumede runs Lungelo Wax
Museum which specializes in
designing and creating life size
wax statues of the A-List of
celebrities,
icons,
TV
personalities,
sports
and
prominent political leaders of
yesteryears and today.
As a Knowledge based institution
we will continue to advocate the
values of Madiba in a principled
and respected manner.
Aluta continua!
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Pupils receive
shoes
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landscape of South Africa. The
campaign was spearheaded by
the Icons Journey and was funded
by its partners on the procurement
of school shoes that were later
donated to schools along the rural
route of the Icons Journey
marathon.
A total of six hundred learners
were given shoes and food
parcels as part of alleviating
poverty within their homes. The
campaign is a continuation of
good work dated back in 2018
where
schools
were
given
bicycles as a mode of transport
when attending school and also
school shoes. The reason behind
the campaign was the experience
by runners during the marathon,
where pupils were running with
torn shoes and others on
barefoot. “That deeply touched
the hearts of the runners and
sparked a national campaign Promote Sport for Social Change

which was championed by the
initial 100 runners from 2018,”
Said Vulithuba Sangoni.
In advancing the campaign, they
collected about 60 brand new
running shoes and collected more
than 100 used but in good
condition to be donated to these
rural communities. That same
year brand new school shoes,
sanitary towels and bicycles were
donated to learners who stayed
more than three kilometres away
from school without any scholar
transport. Those were the pupils
from Clarkebury Institution and
Jongintaba Secondary School.
The idea behind the Icons
Journey Marathon is to see social
change within these communities
and to benefit from social
infrastructure developments like
paved roads and street lights in
the near future. This will also help
sustain the legacy route and rural
tourism.

in
International
INTERNATIONAL MUSEUM DAY participate
Museum Day. In 2019, more than
37,000 museums participated in
the event in about 158 countries
and territories.

Nelson Mandela Museum has
joined Eastern Cape Department
of Sport, Recreation, Arts and
Culture to celebrate International
Museum Day. The event was
hosted by the Wild Coast Museum
in Port St Johns an entity of
Eastern Cape DSRAC.
This
year’s International Museum day
event provided an opportunity for
learners
to
make
essay
presentations on the Year of
Charlotte Maxeke and Bulhoek
Massacre of 1921.

Mthatha: Health is Wealth that
represents the Icons Journey
Marathon with its local partners
Department of Sport, Recreation,
Arts and Culture (DSRAC), the
Nelson Mandela Museum and its
international partners that include
Brand South Africa Sports for
Ubuntu embarked on a campaign
under the theme: ‘Promote Sport
for Social Change’ within the rural

Each year has a specific theme:
2021: The Future of Museums:
Recover and Reimagine
Each year since 1977, ICOM has
organized
the
International
Museum Day (IMD). The objective
of the IMD is to raise awareness
about the fact that museums are
an important means of education,
cultural exchange, enrichment of
cultures and development of
mutual
understanding
and
cooperation.

2022: The Discovery of Identity

According to the ICOM website,
"International Museum Day 2021
invites
museums,
their
professionals and communities to
create, imagine and share new
practices of (co-) creation of
value, new business models for
cultural institutions and innovative
solutions for the social, economic
and environmental challenges of
It is organized on or around 18 the present."
May each year. All around the
world, more and more museums In recognition of ICOM statement,
3

The overall winner of the
competition was Mandela School
of Science.
The South African Museums
Association (SAMA) is a supporter
of the International Museum Day
and encourages all members to
celebrate this special day.
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‘Madiba Never sold out’ Trevor
Manuel ‘

The Nelson Mandela Museum hosted the Nelson
Mandela Release Programme celebrating the 31st
anniversary of Nelson Mandela’s release from
prison. He was released on the 11th of February
1990 at Victor Verster Prison now known as
Drakenstein Correctional services.
The programme was hosted live on SAFM
featuring former Ministers of Finance Trevor
Manuel, and Safety and Security Dr Sydney
Mufamadi, a Founder of Thembekile Mandela
Foundation Ms Ndileka Mandela, Museum
Council Chairperson Dr Nomvuselelo Songelwa
and its Acting Chief Executive Officer Mandisi
Msongelwa.
The programme was a platform of sharing
memories on the release of Nelson Mandela. Mr
Manuel reminded South Africans to not look at the
past through the lens of the present because what
was happening in the 1980’s is fundamentally
different. ‘Once you see things that way, you tend
to have a distorted view about freedom, that you
won’t be detained and you have people who seem
undermine our Constitution’.
‘ Five years before the day, Madiba made a
powerful statement through the Late Zindzi where
he once said ‘Only a free man can negotiate, a
prisoner cannot negotiate’ that was a powerful
statement. The statement made by Madiba gave
us assurance that he was no sell out as his
detractors seem to believe.
Dr Sydney Mufamadi recalled the day of the
release like an ambush on their side. However,
they anticipated that day would finally come as
they were prepared politically. They had the
capacity to regroup and to make sure that their
political leaders were protected including Mandela
and other leaders. End

January—March

DSAC Minister on part of a Government
Transformation of our Programme to transform
South Africa’s Heritage
Heritage Landscape
South Africa woke up to
the news that the Sport,
Arts and Culture Minister,
the Honourable Nathi
Mthethwa has announced
a number of changes for
towns, cities and airports
in the Eastern Cape.
These changes have
been published in our
Government Gazette that
was issued out on the
23rd of February 2021.
The
Gazette
also
includes a number of
spelling corrections for
existing
geographical
names, as well as official
registrations
of
new
names.
The
transformation of the
naming landscape is a
critical component of the
Heritage landscape as a
whole.
The most notable change
in the Eastern Cape
Province is that of Port
Elizabeth, which is now
known as Gqeberha. The
Port
Elizabeth
International Airport is
now known as the Chief
Dawid
Stuurman
International Airport. East
London Airport is now the
King
Phalo
Airport.
Uitenhage
is
now
Kariega. King William’s
Town is now Qonce and
Maclear is now Nqanqa
Rhu.
Minister Mthethwa said
“There was a need for the
name changes as this is
4

landscape. The names of
places we live in reflect
the identity and cultural
heritage of the people of
South Africa.”
The
South
African
Geographical
Names
Council (SAGNC) Act
118 of 1998 provides for
the transformation of
South Africa’s naming
landscape.
As
such,
more name changes will
be submitted to the
SAGNC and the Minister
in the future, provided
that public consultations
are conducted by the
Provincial Geographical
Names Committee before
such name changes are
submitted to the Minister
for his consideration.
All the Gazetted names
come from the Eastern
Cape and were submitted
to the South African
Geographical
Names
Committee
from
the
Eastern Cape.
Prior to the changes, the
Provincial Geographical
Names
Committee
conducted
public
consultations on all the
names
that
were
changed.
The
South
African
Geographical
Names Act provides for
objections within 30 days
from members of the
public in instances that
they are not happy with
the
Gazette
name
changes.
Source:
www.dsac.gov.za
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MANDELA PHOTOGRAPHIC EXHIBITION LAUNCH - A PLATFORM TO
SUPPRESS WOMEN ABUSE

The coming into effect of COVID19 regulations did not deter
Beaufort West community from
embracing the launch of the
Mandela Photographic exhibition
and Gender Based Violence
advocacy held at the Beaufort
West Museum.
The Gender Based Violence
advocacy and launch of Mandela
Photographic exhibition is a result
of an existing partnership between
Nelson Mandela Museum and
Beaufort West museum.
The
Mandela
Photographic
exhibition was launched on the
30th of March 2021 as part of the
Human Rights Month. The launch
was embraced by the South
African Police Service, ANC
Women’s
League,
NonGovernment
Organizations,
learners from local schools and
youth out of school. This was
followed by a visit to an old age
home (namely?) in one of the
location (where exactly?) at
Beaufort West.
The
Mandela
Photographic
Exhibition formed part of Nelson
Mandela’s 20 years of freedom,

ten years of Nelson Mandela
Museum’s existence and the first
ever 2010 Soccer World Cup to
be hosted in Africa and South
Africa. The Mandela photographic
exhibition
features
Nelson
Mandela as a Son of the Soil,
Champion of Democracy, a
Beacon of Hope, Spirit of
Struggle, Father of the Nation and
an International Statesman.
The installation and launch of this
exhibition formed part of Nelson
Mandela Museum’s mandate of
showcasing exhibitions aligned to
South Africa’s road to freedom
which is also linked to Nelson
Mandela.
The museum was excited to have
a collaboration with Beaufort West
Museum
and
believes
the
collaboration
in
different
programmes will grow stronger.
The installation and launch of the
exhibition would inspire learners
to know more about the history of
South Africa and to find synergies
on local heritage stories of
Beaufort West.

BOOK FOR SALE
“A Guide to Long Walk to Freedom Exhibition.
Prize: R 35O
Call Nelson Mandela Museum Finance Dep to place
an order @ : 047 501 9500 or purchase directly at
the Nelson Mandela Museum Corner Owen street &
Nelson Mandela drive Mthatha
5

“The partnership we have with
Beaufort West Museum will pave
way for these learners to
participate in the Nelson Mandela
Museum’s essay competition
which saw winners visiting
Sharpeville
Massacre”,
Said
Senior
Manager
for
Public
Engagement and Marketing Mrs
Nontlahla Dalindyebo.
In his welcoming statement, the
Deputy Mayor of Beaufort West
Municipality Mr Quinton Louw
praised
Nelson
Mandela’s
contribution to the struggle.
“We are pleased and happy that
Madiba left us with a rich legacy
that will remain to interact for
many generations to come. We
are also happy to host this
exhibition for the next six months.
End
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THE REMARKABLE LIFE OF CHARLOTTE MAXEKE
Author: Daluxolo Moloatnoa
Published: 09th August 2016
Her birthplace remains a bone of
contention
but
Charlotte
Maxeke's legacy as a woman
visionary is cemented in the
annals of South African history.
She
was
born
Charlotte
Mmakgomo Manye on 7 April
1874 in either Fort Beaufort in the
Eastern Cape, or at Botlokwa GaRamokgopa,
in
Polokwane
District, in the Limpopo Province,
South Africa.
She received a missionary
education at Edwards Memorial
School in the Eastern Cape in the
early 1880s. After the discovery of
diamonds, Maxeke moved to
Kimberley with her family in 1885.
While in Kimberley, she became a
teacher.
As a dedicated churchgoer,
Maxeke and her sister, Katie
joined the African Jubilee Choir in
1891. Her singing talent attracted
the attention of a Mr. K. V. Bam, a
local choirmaster who was
organizing an African choir to tour
Europe.
Charlotte’s
rousing
success after her first solo
performance in the Kimberley
Town Hall immediately resulted in
her appointment to the Europebound choir operation of which
was taken over from Mr. Bam by a
European.
The group left Kimberley in early
1896 and sang to numerous
enthusiastic audiences in all of the
major cities of Europe. Command
royal performances, including one
at Queen Victoria’s 1897 Jubilee
at London’s Royal Albert Hall,
added to their mounting prestige.
At the conclusion of the European

tour, funds were made available to
tour Canada and the United
States. The results were the
same, packed concert halls and
delighted audiences, hearing the
unique harmony of an African
choir and Charlotte’s unforgettable
solos, for the first time. During this
time Maxeke is said to have
attended suffragette speeches by
women such as Emmeline
Pankhurst.
At the completion of the tour of the
United States, the European
organizer, without paying a single
member of the choir, deserted it
with all the funds and travel
tickets, and could not be found.
Charlotte Manye and the other
choir members were left stranded
and penniless on the streets of
New York City.
The story of the stranded African
singers quickly appeared in United
States newspapers. Americans
from many walks of life came to
the choir’s financial rescue. One
of them, Bishop Daniel A. Payne,
of the African Methodist Church
(AME) in Ohio, a former
missionary in the Cape Province
of South Africa, recognized
Charlotte Manye’s name in the
newspaper. He contacted her and
offered her a church scholarship
to Wilberforce University, the AME
Church University in Xenia, Ohio.
Charlotte gladly and wisely
accepted the offer.
She excelled in all fields of
academia. She was taught under
the tutelage of Pan-Africanist
scholar and proponent Dr. W.E.B
Du Bois, and received an
education that was focused on
developing her as a future
missionary in Africa.
6
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In the late spring of 1903,
Charlotte Manye achieved two
very memorable things. She
became the first black South
African woman to earn a
university degree, and she was
betrothed to a fellow countryman
and graduate, Dr. Marshall
Maxeke, a Xhosa born on 1
November, 1874 at Middledrift,
Cape Colony.
It was while she was a student at
Wilberforce that she managed to
arrange opportunities for other
African students to study at
Wilberforce. One of the students
was Charles Dube. Others were
James Tantsi, Henry Msikinya and
Edward Tolityi Magaya.
Upon her return to South Africa,
Dr. Manye became the organizer
of the Women’s Mite Missionary
Society in Johannesburg , and
took up a post as the first African
teacher at Pietersburg in the
Transvaal, while opening the local
missionary field for the AME
church amongst the African
communities in the region.
Shortly thereafter, she and Dr.
Maxeke were joined in marriage.
Theirs was a union based not only
upon love, but also upon mutual,
intellectual
and
professional
respect. They supported each
other in all of their activities. When
a son was born to them, both
assumed
a
joint
caring
responsibility, unusual for an
African man of that period.
Both partners labored together as
dedicated missionaries, not only
preaching and teaching the
Gospel, but also advocating and
advancing the cause of education
as the only route to a prosperous
and fulfilled life for the Africans of
South Africa. Together, the
Maxeke’s founded the Wilberforce
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Institute, named after their
American alma mater, in Evaton,
south of Johannesburg, which
prospered as a primary and
secondary school. The school is
still in existence today. During that
period, they also collaborated on
the compilation and publication of
the first AME Church Hymn Book
in Xhosa.
Both her and her husband
attended the launch of the South
African Native National Congress
(SANNC), the fore-runner to the
African National Congress (ANC),
in Bloemfontein in 1912, and
although her main concerns were
church-linked
social
issues,
Charlotte also wrote in Xhosa on
the social and political situation
occupied
by
women.
In
the Umteteli wa Bantu newspaper,
she addressed the ‘woman
question’. An early opponent of
passes for black women, she
helped organized the anti-pass
movement in Bloemfontein in
1913 and founded the Bantu
Women’s League (BWL) in 1918.
As leader of the Bantu Women`s
League, the forerunner to the
ANC's Women's League, she led
a delegation to Prime Minister
Louis Botha in 1918 to discuss the
issue of passes for women, and
this was followed up by a protest
the following year. She was also
involved in protests on the
Witwatersrand about low wages,
and participated in the formation
of the Industrial and Commercial
Worker’s Union (ICU) in 1920.
Maxeke was also involved in
multiracial
movements.
She
addressed the Women’s Reform
Club in Pretoria, which was an
organization for the voting rights
of women, and joined the Joint
Council of Europeans and Bantus.
She was also elected as president

of the Women’s Missionary
Society (WMS) in 1924. In 1926,
the church called the Maxeke's to
Idutywa, Eastern Cape where
Marshall was appointed pastor
and principal of Lota High School.
Charlotte was appointed Head
Teacher and there they both
continued their outstanding work
on behalf of the church and
students.
During their stay in the Eastern
Cape, the Maxekes went on to
teach and evangelize in other
places, including Thembuland in
the Transkei under King Sabata
Dalindyebo. It was here that
Maxeke participated in the king’s
court, a privilege unheard of for a
woman. However, they finally
settled in Johannesburg, where
they continued their involvement
in political movements, until
tragedy struck in 1928. Sadly, this
exciting and fruitfully enduring
partnership ended with the
untimely passing of the Reverend
Dr. Marshall Maxeke at the age of
53.
After a period of mourning,
Charlotte responded to a call by
the South African Ministry of
Education to testify before several
government
commissions
in
Johannesburg
on
matters
concerning African education,
another “first” for an African of any
gender. Her brilliant and creative
responses to the questions put to
her resulted in a number of racial
boundary crossing job offers, the
first of their kind ever made by the
white government to an African.
In 1928, she attended a AME
Church conference in the USA,
and also addressed the All African
Convention
in
Bloemfontein,
where she played a leading role in
the establishment of the National
Council
of
African Women
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(NCAW). In the early 1930's she
was
increasingly
becoming
concerned about the plight of
black youth, and deliberated and
prayed long and hard about
mechanisms which could be put in
place to have the greatest impact
on them, particularly those in
trouble and those without jobs.
She duly accepted a position to
be the first black woman to
become a Probation Officer for
juvenile
delinquents
in
the
juristical district of Johannesburg,
and later propertier of the city`s
first employment agency to be
owned by an African.
Dr. Charlotte Manye Maxeke
passed away, joining her husband
and her God, on 16 October 1939
at the age of 65. At her funeral at
Kliptown, on Johannesburg`s
eastern periphery, her eulogy
ended with the words “She was
everyone’s friend and no one’s
enemy”. Today, a statue has been
erected of her in Pretoria's
Garden of Remembrance, and if
you wondered why the former
Johannesburg
Hospital
in
Parktown was renamed Dr
Chalotte Maxeke Hospital, now
you know.
At the time of writing this article
Daluxolo Moloantoa was a
freelance writer and journalist. He
is currently working as an Editor
for The Southern Cross.
Source : The remarkable life of
Charlotte Maxeke | The Heritage
Portal
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NELSON
MUSEUM
EXHIBITIONS

MANDELA
TRAVELLING

Nelson
Mandela
Museum
provides museums and libraries
around
South
Africa
an
opportunity to loan its travelling
exhibitions for a duration of six
Nelson Mandela Foundation in
months.
partnership with David Turnley
handed over this intriguing
The highly acclaimed Nelson
exhibition to the Nelson Mandela
Mandela
Museum
travelling
Museum to form part of its
exhibitions are:
travelling exhibitions to tour the
1. INCONVERSATION: NELSON
country.
The photographic
MANDELA AND CHIEF ALBERT
exhibition was produced by David
LUTHULI EXHIBITION
Turnley
an
acclaimed
photographer who captured South
Africa’s struggle between 1985
and
1994.
This
acclaimed
photographic exhibition captures
various moments of the struggle
in South Africa and his thoughts
and reflections such as various
portraits of Nelson Mandela and
A collaboration between the his family, Political violence and
Nelson Mandela Museum and police reactions; times of a
Luthuli Museum in Groutville led necklace; the delight on a poverty
to the production of an exhibition -stricken girl’s face at her father’s
the Nelson Mandela and Albert antics; the contrast of a privileged,
Luthuli in Conversation. The white schoolboy and the two black
exhibition celebrates the legacy of women passing by him.
these two South African struggle 3. PARENTING THE NATION
legends
and
Nobel
Prize TRAVELLING EXHHIBITION
Laureates.
The exhibition comprises of more
than just a collection of pictures. It
is a compilation of personal
exchanges between the two
leaders,
featuring
broader
conversations
on
their
observations. It also includes their
associate’s own observations on
various issues.
2. FOR MADIBA WITH LOVE”
Walter and Albertina Sisulu:
EXHIBITION
Parenting the Nation exhibition, a
donation from Nelson Mandela
Foundation explores private and
8
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political lives of the Sisulu family
during the apartheid struggle. The
exhibition gives viewers an indepth understanding of their role
in the emancipation of South
Africa, as well as of their deep
love and abiding affection for one
another. Mandela’s summing up
of the couple is also highlighted:
“One cannot talk about Walter
without Albertina – they were an
indomitable team,” he said.
Theirs was “a unity of such deep
friendship and mutual respect, a
personal and political partnership
that transcended and survived all
hardships
and
persecution”.
Walter and Albertina met at the
General Hospital in 1941, where
the latter was a nurse. Their
extraordinary love story traversed
59 years. They married in 1944,
with Mandela as best man, and
went on to have five children. End
4. DEAR MR. MANDELA ….
DEAR
MRS.
PARKS”
CHILDREN’S
LETTERS:
GLOBAL EXHIBITION

‘Dear Mr. Mandela… Dear Mrs.
Parks: Children’s letters: Global
Lessons’
exhibition
is
a
collaborative
effort
between
Nelson Mandela Museum and
Michigan
State
University
Museum.
The exhibition was launched in
2008 by the Nelson Mandela
Museum and Michigan State
University Museum at the Nelson
Mandela Museum Youth and
Heritage Centre.
The exhibition showcases letters

Inspire positive change in society through the legacy and values of Nelson Mandela

written by hundreds of children
around the world to Mrs. Parks
and Mr. Mandela illustrating
values and goals shared by the
two leaders born from different
continents. It further raises greater
public understanding of the
parallels in the struggles for
equality and justice in the United
States and South Africa through
the letters from the children.
• Quilt Exhibition

Freedom Exhibition
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· Champion of Democracy
· Mandela a Beacon of Hope
· Spirit of Struggle
· Father of a Nation
· International Statesman
The above mentioned exhibitions
have been made possible by the
Nelson
Mandela
Museum,
Department of Sports, Arts and
Culture,
Nelson
Mandela
Foundation,
Michigan
State
University, Women of Color
Quilters Network in association
with quilt artists across South
Africa as well as the University of
Winchester.
Interested
institutions
can
contact
Collection
&
Conservation
Manager
Phumeza Mandela @ 047 501
9520
or
pumeza@nelsonmandelamuseu
m.org.za

Freedom Exhibition is a pictorial
exhibition developed out of
interviews conducted in Mthatha
and Qunu by the Film students
from the University of Winchester,
London who visited South Africa
as part of their field work and to
celebrate the Nelson Mandela
Centennial year with the people of
South Africa. The exhibition was
produced
by
Winchester
University and curated by Nelson
Mandela Museum through its
partnership with the university. It
was launched on 18 July 2020 at
The quilt exhibition is a result of the museum
the Nelson Mandela Museum and Mandela
Photographic
Areas where you can view muthe Michigan State University Exhibition
seum travelling exhibition
Museum
long
standing
partnership that dates back to the
 In Conversation: Mandela
times of Nelson Mandela himself.
and Luthuli
In tribute to Nelson Mandela and
 Cape Town– Castle of Good
in support and advocacy for the
Hope
principles to which he was
 Durban– Local History Musedevoted, artists around the world
um
would make quilt items with

Calvinia Museum – Northern
different designs and meanings.
Cape
The exhibition specifically features
Mandela
Photographic
quilts that were made in 2013 and The
is
an
exhibition 2. Parenting A Nation Exhibition
2014 and were curated by Exhibition
launched
in
2010
to
celebrate
ten  Standerton
Michigan
State
University
Library
—
of
Nelson
Mandela
Museum and Women of Color years
Mpumalanga
Quilters Network in association Museum, twenty years of Nelson 3. Dear Mandela ...Dear Mrs
with quilt artists across South Mandela’s freedom and the Parks” Children letters: Global
Africa. The exhibition was initially hosting of the 2010 Soccer World Exhibition
produced from the 2014 published Cup celebrations took place in  Cradock- Fish River Museum
Michigan
State
University’s South Africa.
4. Mandela Photographic ExhiThe
exhibition
looks
at
Nelson
catalogue book and launched at
bition
the Nelson Mandela Museum on Mandela as the:
 Beaufort West– Beaufort West
· Son of the Soil
18 July 2020.
Museum

Inspire positive change in society through the legacy and values of Nelson Mandela

January—March

MUSEUM
PROGRAMS IN
PICTURES
Left Picture is Mr S. Bovana handing over tablets
and Museum t-shirt to the
learner of Holly Cross
Ambesa Diko. Ms. HeritLeft: Mr Habe, Ms. Tyali
and Mr. Mbedzi with books
donated by African Rising
Foundation for distribution
in Schools

From Left :Ingquza Hill local municipality Acting Mayor Cllr.
Backrow from Left : O.R.Tambo DM MMC Ms. Giyose , SMPEM
Bulelani Mvulani with Nelson Mandela Museum SMPE
Ms. Dalindyebo Nyandeni Local Municipality Mayor Advocate
Nontlahla Dalindyebo handing over food parcels to the recipient M D Ngqondwana during a GBV and Food distribution event
held in Ngqeleni

Human Rights Garden
event in Qunu

Mandela Photographic exhibition in Beaufort West
10
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THE ICONIC ICONS JOURNEY

The Icon's Journey Marathon
presents the 3rd annual multisporting event.
The Icon’s Journey Marathon’s
vision was inspired by President
Nelson Mandela’s journey of
growing up in the rural villages of
the former Transkei homeland to
becoming a Global Icon.
In the physical event participants
in South Africa’s longest 1-day
running event have a unique
opportunity to trace Madiba’s
footprints from where he was
born, grew up, went to school and
is laid to rest.
A unique heritage, tourism and
adventure
route
where
participants have an opportunity to
also touch the birth places of
some of South Africa’s iconic
freedom fighters namely Chris
Hani, Walter Sisulu, Mama
Albertina Sisulu, King Sabata
Dalindyebo, Govan Mbeki and
President Thabo Mbeki.
The 2021 400km Icons Journey
Route will be run over eight days
and will be broken down as
follows:
- 42.2km x 7 days
-103km on day 8
The event will take place in
Eastern Cape and will cut across
the Heritage and Tourism Route

from Fort Hare University in Alice,
Heald Town, Cala, Cofimvaba,
Ngcobo,
Clarkebury,
Mqhekezweni, Qunu, and ends in
Mvezo village near Mthatha.
103KM ROUTE DESCRIPTION
The 103km route traces the
historic landmarks in the early life
of the father of our democracy and
that it shaped him in his formative
years. It kicks off at Clarkebury
Institution - one of the high
schools Madiba attended.
It is a high school where amongst
many sports, he was introduced to
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long distance running, a sport he
enjoyed until University. He has
been quoted as saying, "It taught
me discipline and solitariness" attributes he went on to use in the
war against inequality.
The
run
proceeds
to
Mqhekezweni Great Place, now
declared as a National heritage
site - where he was brought up by
the Regent King Jongintaba
Dalindyebo from the age of 12
years. It was in this Great Place
that his leadership values were
embedded in his mind as he
inquisitively
watched
the
proceedings of the traditional
courts.
This is the halfway mark of the
route. The race proceeds to Qunu
village at 74kms, his rural home
where Madiba was laid to rest and
will end in Mvezo where he was
born at the 103km mark.
WILL YOU ENDURE THE ICONS
JOURNEY?
For more information about the
Icons
Journey
visit:
www.theiconsjourneymarathon.co
m. Facebook: The Icons Journey
Marathon
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QUNU COMMUNITY AWARDED WITH ACCREDITED AGRISETA CERTIFICATE

Mthatha:
Nelson
Mandela
Museum and Siyakhana Growth
and Development (SGD) through
its
Human
Rights
Garden
resuscitation
the
programme
hosted a handing over of
AgriSETA accredited certificates
to the local subsistence farmers of
Qunu, along the Nelson Mandela
Heritage Trail.

Siyakhana
Growth
and
Development
is
a
NonGovernment Organization (NGO)
that is operating within three rural
based local schools in Mqanduli.
These schools are used as
models to implement integrated
and multidisciplinary methodology
to address issues such as
nutrition
and
food
security
amongst the learners, water,
sanitation,
energy
and
infrastructure in schools. The
training and development of rural
farmers was a great initiative that
yielded positive results.

The awarding ceremony was held
at Qunu Junior Secondary School
located within the footprints of
Nelson Mandela.

The Siyakhana Training Academy
which is an arm of Siyakhana
Growth and Develop provided a
two-week theoretical knowledge
in food production and practical
The event was embraced by the training to the participants in order
Siyakhana Growth Development to develop and sustain their Based on the reluctance of the
officials,
Nelson
Mandela existing projects.
youth
to
participate
in
Museum, DRDAR (what does this
programmes of this nature, elders
stand for?), O.R. Tambo District The purpose of this initiative was in the community of Qunu decided
Municipality Tourism unit, King to encourage the out of school to embrace the initiative and
Sabata Dalindyebo Tourism Unit, youth and elders to see gained a lot of knowledge to
SASSA (explain this acronym as agricultural food production as a alleviate poverty in their homes
well), Mthiza, Qunu J.S.S Staff tool to alleviate poverty and to and generate income”. End
and the community of Qunu.
generate income.
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Learners went on a Legacy Historical trail

Nelson
Mandela
Museum will afford an
opportunity
to
three
learners coming from
different provinces of
South Africa to embark
on a historical heritage
trail
located
within
Gauteng. The overall
winners will embark on
this journey during the
Africa Month. The three
learners will be selected
from the best written
essays on Human Rights
Day within the context of
South African politics and
Human Rights month.
Human Rights Month
falls perfectly within the
scope of the Nelson
Mandela
Museum
mandate of giving honor
and appreciation to the
sung and unsung heroes
of
South
Africa’s
struggle.
In honoring
these sung and unsung
heroes of South Africa,

the museum extended an
invitation to schools to
participate in an essay
competition that will look
on Human Rights issues.
As an institution that lives
and breathes Nelson
Mandela’s values and
principles
‘we
are
touched by his passion
for education, human
rights, love for children
and youth. It is therefore
on this premise that
Nelson
Mandela
Museum felt it necessary
to help enhance the
voice of learners through
the narration of essays
as part of celebrating this
year’s Human Rights
Month,”
said
Senior
Manager
for
Public

Engagement
and
Marketing
Nontlahla
Tandwa Dalindyebo.
An
invitation
was
extended to grade 11
learners in Mpumalanga,
Gauteng, KwaZulu Natal,
Limpopo, Western Cape
and Eastern Cape to
write a three-page essay
on Human Rights. The
purpose of the essay
competition was to see
whether learners are
aware of their rights and
of
other
people,
understand the rationale
behind the history of
human rights in South
Africa and engender
tolerance
of
other
cultures.
A total of forty-five

essays were submitted to
independent adjudicators
for
shortlisting
of
candidates. Out of fortyfive essays submitted ten
learners had to make
virtual presentation on
their chosen topics.
Shortlisted
candidates
were
Nompumelelo
Melafahlo,
Nkosazana
Agnes
Msiza
from
Gauteng, Kevin Nkosi,
Princess Mathebula from
Mpumalanga,
Sibongisipho
Mkhize,
Thandolwethu
Mbana,
Mbuso
Cele
from
KwaZulu
Natal,
Ramuthiveli
Phindulo
from
Limpopo
and
Vuyolwethu
Mbethe,
Kamva Diniso of Eastern
Cape.
Three winners of the
competition – Kamva
Diniso, Mbuso Cele and
Sibongisipho Mkhize will
have an opportunity to
visit
Sharpeville
Massacre
memorial,
Hector
Peterson
Memorial,
Mandela
House Museum, Union
Buildings, Desmond Tutu
Home in Gauteng during
the Africa month.
Transportation
and
accommodation of the
winners will be paid by
the Nelson Mandela
Museum. End

BOOK FOR SALE

My Zone: Poems Written by the Nelson Mandela Museum Youth Camp Participants.
Prize : R70
Call Nelson Mandela Museum Finance Dep to place an order @ : 047 501 9500 or purchase directly
13

Inspire positive change in society through the legacy and values of Nelson Mandela

January—March

CORRUPTION, CRIME, POVERTY, GBV TAINT MADIBA’S
LEGACY ‘DR MVENENE
Nelson Mandela Museum: On the
10th of February 2021 the Nelson
Mandela Museum (NMM) in
partnership with Eastern Cape
Dep. Of Sports, Recreation and
Culture (DSRAC) hosted an
International summit to celebrate
the 31st anniversary of the
release of Nelson Mandela.
The summit was hosted virtually
due to COVID-19 restrictions and
featured national and international
speakers
from
heritage
institutions. The theme of Summit:
“The Release of Nelson MandelaHow It Shaped the Current South
Africa and the World” was
adopted in relations to the global
iconic stature of Nelson Mandela.
In his welcoming speech, Nelson
Mandela Museum’s Acting CEO
Mr
Mandisi
Msongelwa
highlighted the significance of the
Month of February in the Nelson
Mandela Museum calendar. “It is
a privilege and honour to
celebrate the 21st anniversary of
the
Museum
which
runs
concurrently with the 31st release
of Nelson Mandela’s freedom
from his jailer’s prison. “We are
gathered here at the time where
the International community is
faced with a challenge of COVID19 pandemic. As a museum we
had to be cautious in our
approach hence we decided to
host this event virtually in order
provide a platform for our national
and international presenters and
heritage practitioners to engage in
today’s theme. As you are about
to start your presentations, I do
believe that you will reflect on the
legacy of Nelson Mandela’s

heritage with the current state of
South Africa and the world”, said
Mr Msongelwa.
The acting CEO of the Museum
further advised guests to take
note of the latest social economic
challenges such as, gender based
violence
(GBV),
poverty,
unemployment, inequality, and
the global pandemic the world is
facing.
Prof Dewhurst from the Michigan
State University noted the period
of pandemic, as an important
dispensation for the museum to
continue play a role in ensuring
that humanity strives. Museums
all over the world have a
responsibility
to
decolonize
museum spaces, create space for
cultural toleration, fight against
poverty, racism and to drive
development within communities.
Such museums, including the
Nelson Mandela Museum must be
recognized for the role they play
in their communities and in
bringing museums together to
learn from each other, outside
museum
walls.
said
Prof
Dewhurst.
Dr Jongikhaya Mvenene made
presentation on his topic: Those
that I Fight, I Do Not Hate: The
Footprints of Nelson Mandela. In
his opening remarks he made a
reference of shared tears from all
walks of life ‘globally and
nationally’.
“Joyful moments were noticeable
from all parts of the world and that
included his nemesis and those
who never heard of him until an
announcement by the Nationalist
Party that he will be released from
14

jail. His release symbolized the
demise
of
apartheid”.
He
described Nelson Mandela as “the
epitome of courage, peace and
reconciliation,”.
Dr Mvenene further highlighted
Socio-economic challenges like
corruption, crime, poverty, GBV
as the social ills that seem to taint
the legacy Nelson Mandela had
left behind. He encouraged the
museum, its stakeholders and the
public to learn from Mandela’s
leadership and embrace his warm
persona and use that to address
current
socio-economic
challenges.
MEC Nkomonye, a respondent to
the summit encouraged all to rally
behind
scientists
on
their
endeavours to find a cure for this
COVID-19
pandemic.
MEC
Nkomonye
appreciated
the
continued celebration of this
global icon, Nelson Mandela for
social justice and social cohesion.
President Nelson Mandela was a
symbol of unity and democracy.
The MEC reminded stakeholders
that Nelson Mandela’s release
from prison in 1990 marked the
beginning of a long journey of
building a united, non-racial, nonsexist, and prosperous country.
Nation
building
and
social
cohesion is a difficult task but
worth working towards. MEC
Nkomonye assured delegates that
a comprehensive programme will
help realize this ideal of a
common national identity.
The
International
Summit
speakers
were
Prof
Kurt
Dewhurst and Prof Marsha
MacDowell from Michigan State
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‘Ubuntu, Madiba & Qunu’ On The Road Again -Qunu

One of the single biggest joys of
travelling is having the opportunity
to fall into unexpected and
enjoyable adventures, sometimes
on a daily basis! We’ve arrived in
the Eastern Cape.
Today we thought we would visit
The Nelson Mandela Museum in
Mthatha and Qunu. We are
currently experiencing electricity
and water interruptions in this
area and so we decided to just
jump on our bikes and ride to
Qunu.
Qunu is a small rural village here
in the Eastern Cape and is the
ancestral
home
of
Nelson
Mandela. It is heavily referenced
in “Long Walk To Freedom” and it
is of course Tata Madiba’s final
resting place. Although you
cannot visited the burial site, you
really feel the spirit in these
mountains as you approach the
village.
After riding into Qunu with lots of
small children waving and people
looking at us like we are lost, we
pulled up in front of the museum
site which was very closed. We
had just ridden past the junior
school and Tineke had seen some
Nelson Mandela Museum flags so
we thought that maybe there was
something happening there. Just
at that moment a lady called
Tineke back from the Mthatha
Museum!
What
serendipity!
There’s a long complicated boring

bit of bureaucracy here about why
we had to call the museum first
before visiting, COVID etc etc. But
let’s just skip all that.
Tembakazi from the site in
Mthatha hopped on the phone
and called her colleague at the
Junior School in Qunu to welcome
us at the event that was taking
place. We had no idea what was
happening and to be honest, we
initially thought it was a temporary
exhibition.
Wrong! We had just stumbled
upon a community event that was
being co-hosted by The Nelson
Mandela Museum and the NPO
behind Siyakhana Food Garden.
2 seats were found for us and in
we went.
Now, almost 90 % of the event
was in Xhosa (the predominant
language here in the Eastern
Cape), but it’s interesting just how
much you can understand from
people’s body language and
intentions when speaking. It
became clear quite early on that
the event was heavily rooted in
agriculture
and
social
development.
After we politely slipped out at a
break in the programme, Noni
came to speak to us and welcome
us to the event. She explained
that Siyakhana Growth and
Development and The Nelson
Mandela Museum were working
together on a project called
15
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“Human Right Gardens”. More
exact details on this project to
follow, but in essence, they are
looking to build tunnel gardens at
6 schools in Qunu and the
surrounding areas.
The vision behind these tunnel
Human Right Gardens will be to
provide food for the school
children and help take steps
towards the eradication of food
insecurity which is part of daily life
in the rural Eastern Cape.
After we had been wished all the
best, shared contact details and
taken lots of pictures, we headed
over to the main part of the
museum in Mthatha. Tembakazi
treated us like visiting royalty and
even stayed open for us past their
usual hours.
When we woke up this morning,
we would never have guessed
that we’d have the experiences
we did today. We were also
reminded that no one is too small
to make a difference. Just look at
what a young boy from a small
rural village in Africa achieved!
Thank you Nelson Mandela
Museum and Siyakhana Organic
Food Garden for the opportunity.
“What counts in life is not the
mere fact that we have lived. It is
what difference we have made to
the lives of others that will
determine the significance of the
life we lead.”
Nelson Rholihlahla Mandela
‘1918 -2013 ‘
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NELSON MANDELA MUSEUM OPENED ITS DOORS TO THE PUBLIC
regulations and measures put in
place on international travelers
when arriving in the country will
help prevent the spread of
Covid19.
As a ‘tourist destination of your
choice’ we are proud to announce
the opening of museum Bhunga
building site in Mthatha as from
the 05th of October 2020.

The recent announcement by the
President of South Africa Cyril
Ramaphosa to ease restrictions
on International travel during level
1 has raised hopes to the tourism
and hospitality industry which has
seen
a
total
decline
of
International and National tourists
visiting South African Museum,
Parks, for leisure and business.
The announcement of a total
shutdown in mid- March which led
to a closure of all South African
borders including national and
international flights had a negative
impact in the tourism and
hospitality sector.

The museum is opened to the
public from 09h00 until 16h00
from Monday to Friday. On
Saturday, the museum will be
opened between 09h00 and
by the lockdown and that forced 13h00. Museum premises will be
the management to come with closed on Sunday except booking
alternative ways of triggering in advance.
interest to international and The museum further encourages
national tour operators. The those who would want to embark
museum used its social media on a village tour to make bookings
platforms and website by posting in advance.
virtual exhibitions and tours to
keep tourists abreast on what to As a museum we have put in
place measures to combat the
see after lockdown.
spread of Covid19 to all our local,
Based
on
the
recent provincial and national tourists
announcement of level 1, we who will be coming into our
welcome
government premises.
endorsement for museums to
open their doors for local, We further encourage our visitors
to
adhere
to
museum’s
provincial,
national
and
precautionary measures aimed at
international tourists. Government preventing the spread of Covid 19.

The museum had been affected
University,
Dr
Jongikhaya
Mvenene from the Walter Sisulu
University (WSU), Mr Matt
Lowden and Mr Sam Jones from
Winchester University, Prof Xolela
Mangcu from George Washington
University, Dr Abraham Serote
from the Dep. Of Sports Arts and
Culture and Respondent Hon. F
Nkomonye MEC for DSRAC.
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